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Turkish Bracelet
by Joyce Tromp

Nothing says “special” like
handmade jewelry. Nothing
lends a personal touch like the
handwrought surface of textured
metal. Nothing expresses your
own style and personality like
a piece of handcrafted artisan
jewelry that you designed and made yourself. And nothing
is quite as satisfying as getting to the final cleanup and
suddenly holding that finished piece in your hands,
knowing that you created it from scratch.
In this carefully selected e-book you’ll find a surprisingly
broad range of styles, materials, techniques, and finished
pieces to get you started making your own metal jewelry
or introduce you to new ways of approaching design. You’ll
make bracelets, earrings, and pendants. You’ll make silver
jewelry, stone jewelry, and jewelry made entirely from jump

Metal Clay
Leaves
by Hadar Jacobson

rings. You’ll learn to use wire, metal clay, and metal sheet.
You’ll learn chain maille, fold forming, and stone setting.
You’ll find jewelry that’s flexible, organic, geometric, and
inspiring, so you can make it as shown or take what you learn
to design jewelry that is uniquely yours.
Whether you want to learn how to make jewelry to give, sell,
wear, or express yourself, you’ll discover intriguing forms, clever
connections, and clear, illustrated instructions from jewelry
making experts to guide you along the way. So pull out your
pliers, warm up your kiln, find your files, and set up your torch,
and start making your own handcrafted jewelry today.

Merle White
Editorial Director, Interweave Gem & Jewelry Group
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Angled Red
Jasper Pendant
Design opportunities from
an irregular stone
By Lexi Erickson
Skills
sawing
measuring
n soldering
n
n

T

here are diamonds, emeralds,
rubies . . . the stones of the
jeweler. Ho-hum. They leave me
cold. With the exception of a magnificent
padparadscha (my life’s ambition) orange
sapphire or an occasional yellow sapphire,
I could do without most faceted stones.
But put a fabulous jasper in front of me
and watch me do a happy dance.
Jaspers come in so many colors and
variations that my imagination runs
rampant. This stone was no exception. Its
satin finish leaves a softness not usually
found on the common red jasper, and I
feel it gives the stone a regal elegance. The
unique cut of the stone left a beautiful
edge on the top — which I did not want
to cover with a bezel wire. Some different
type of “bezel” set was needed, so I
created an angled setting as unique as the
jasper that inspired it.
Originally published in Lapidary Journal jewelry artist, December 2009

Opening Photo: Jim Lawson
Project Photos: by the author
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M at e r i a l s
1 irregular stone with straight sides,
not a bezel cut
20 or 22-gauge sterling back plate
22-gauge strip of sterling, the height
of the edge of the stone
14-gauge round sterling wire: 2”
Medium solder
Easy solder
Graph paper
Ultra fine Sharpie
2-part epoxy glue

If you want a texture on the back plate, anneal
your silver to soften it. Roll it through the rolling mill with a texture plate, material, or paper
to imprint the texture onto the silver.

Tool s
Hand tools: saw, saw blades, files,

triangular needle file, flat nose pliers,
thin jaws, round nose pliers
Soldering tools: torch and
soldering supplies
Finishing tools: brass brush/soap,
30 and 9 micron 3-m finishing film
Optional tools: guillotine shear,
rolling mill, texturing paper
Sources
Most of the tools and materials for
this project will be available from well
stocked jewelry supply vendors.

2
1

3

Photo 1 I chose a textured watercolor paper,
which mimicked the pattern on the stone.
n When you anneal, use a dot of paste flux as a
temperature indicator. Heat the metal until the
flux turns clear, and allow the metal to cool 10-15
seconds before quenching. Plunging your 1100º
metal into the pickle immediately may cause the
metal to warp, and also stresses your metal.

Photo 3 Cut out back plate.
n I have found it easier to get a straight line if I tip

If you are working with geometrics, it is
important that each edge and line is straight.
Outline your stone on graph paper using a
very fine tip marker. Align your stone with the
lines on the paper so you get accurate sizing.
Design your backplate on the graph paper to
ensure accuracy. A geometric design will reveal
every little mistake and off measurement, so
take time to lay out accurately.
Photo 2 Transfer pattern to silver, drawing on
silver with ultra fine Sharpie. (The dotted lines
mean I allowed space for a design option.)
Angled Red Jasper Pendant by Lexi Erickson

my saw frame forward to cut a straight line. File as
needed. Hallmark the piece and set aside.

4
Photo 4 Cut sterling bezel to fit exact height
of side of stone.
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9

n A guillotine shear is indispensable here. You

may find it easier to purchase the exact size flat
wire, or run round wire through your rolling mill
to flatten it. It’s very difficult to cut sheet for
sterling bezel with a saw.

rinse. Using soap and brass brush, vigorously
brush entire piece, which will leave a soft finish.
You may finish with an oxidizer at this point if
you want a darker finish. Sand as needed.

6

Mix a 2-part epoxy (I use 330), and put a light
layer of glue on silver, and then set stone. Be
very careful of edges and points on stone. Set
aside for recommended time.

5
Photo 5 Fit bezel around stone, being careful
not to bend it permanently until you know where
and how it fits specific angles. Measure and fit
carefully, then mark with Sharpie where you will
permanently bend for stone. When it is marked
and checked again, score bezel and file out a
V shaped groove with a triangular file. This gives
you a crisp and tight bend.

7
Photo 7 Using a piece of scrap wire or sheet,
heat scrap until it balls up.
n Since you are heating on a flat surface, one
side will be flattened. Pickle and rinse. Solder
ball on top front of back plate using easy solder.
Pickle and rinse.

Using thin jaw pliers, close bezel wire along V,
then reopen with your fingers and fit tightly
along sides of stone. Repeat for sides.

8

n Be careful not to open and close the bezel

too many times since the V compromises the
strength of the wire.

LEXI ERICKSON makes jewelry and teaches in
Colorado. Check out her website and teaching blog
at www.lexiericksondesigns.com.

Photo 8 Hammer one end of 2” length of
14ga wire.

Place bezel on back plate and use tiny paillons
of medium solder on inside of bezel. Solder
bezel to plate. Pickle and rinse.

Draw a bead on other end. Form loop with
pliers to form bail.

Photo 6 Place stone into bezel to check fit.
Remove stone. Make any adjustments as needed.

Photo 9 Place bail on back of piece, and
solder with easy solder. Quench, pickle and

Angled Red Jasper Pendant by Lexi Erickson

Glue?

My teacher says jewelers don’t glue!
Well, sometimes we call it “chemical
bonding” or “liquid prongs.”
There is no way for this
particular stone to stay in this
particular bezel without glue.
The bezel does not completely
encase the stone, nor is there a
tension setting. Unless you know
some magic, there is no other way
for a stone like this to stay put.
However, gluing a stone on metal
or gluing a bezel shut should not
be done on fine art jewelry.
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Two-Toned Turkish Bracelet
Chunky round maille
By Joyce Tromp
Skill level

Opening Photo: Jim Lawson
Project Photos: by the author

T

his chain maille weave is called Turkish round maille. It’s a
weave that looks intricate, but once you see how it’s put
together, you will find that it’s pretty straightforward.
Adding gold rings to the silver gives the bracelet an elegant look,
but making it in all silver or all gold is beautiful, too.
Originally published in Step by step wire jewelry, spring 2009
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tool s & supplies
6mm ID 14-gauge gold-filled jump rings, 50
6mm ID 14-gauge sterling jump rings, 104
Large gold toggle clasp
Two pairs chain nose pliers or bent nose pliers

1

2

Close six silver rings and open all the
others. To make a 2-1-2-1-2 chain, place
four closed silver rings on one open silver ring,
and close it. Pick up two of the four silver rings
with another open silver ring, and place the
two remaining closed silver rings on it. Close
this ring.

With a third open silver ring, pick up two of the four rings on the previous
single ring, but do not close it yet. Pick up the bottom two rings, bring
these up, and place them on the open ring at the top to make a circle.

3

4

Close the ring. Be careful not to twist the
chain as you are bringing the rings up. Lay
the circle of chain flat. Make sure the pairs of
rings are all facing upward and outward in the
same direction.
Two-toned turkish bracelet by joyce tromp

Pick up an open gold ring, put it through
the top rings of two of the double sets,
and close it.

5

Put another open gold ring through the
top ring of the third double set, and one
of the silver rings you put the previous gold
ring through. Close the ring. (The first gold
ring is held by the pliers on the right.)
www.JewelryMakingDaily.com 7
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wire tip

Dip the ends of your pliers in a
flexible rubber coating such as
Tool Magic. This will help keep
the pliers from marring the jump
rings as you open and close them.

6

Put another gold ring through the third and first rings, and close.
(The second gold ring is held by the pliers on the right.)

8

Put a silver ring through two of the gold
rings, and close it. Place another silver
ring through the third gold ring, and one of
the gold rings you put the previous silver ring
through. (The first silver ring is held by the
pliers on the right.)
Two-toned turkish bracelet by joyce tromp

9

Place a third silver ring through the first
and third gold rings. (The second silver
ring is held by the pliers on the right.)

7

Holding the piece between your thumb
and fingers, open the gold rings out like
flower petals. Push the gold rings from the outside inward and upward to center of the chain.

10

Place a silver ring through two of the
silver rings from the previous two steps.
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Place another silver ring through the
third silver ring (from Steps 8-10)
and one of the silver rings you put the ring
through in Step 10.

14

Place three of the remaining silver
rings as in Steps 8–9.

12

13

15

16

Place another silver ring through the first
and third silver rings from Steps 8–9.

Put a silver ring through two of the
silver rings you just placed in Step 14.
Put one silver ring through the remaining ring
from Step 14, but not any others.

Place three gold rings in the same
way you placed the silver rings in the
previous three steps. Repeat Steps 7–13 until
only five silver rings remain unused.

Place a gold ring through the last
two silver rings, and put on one half
of the toggle. Close the ring. On the other
end, remove two of the silver rings from the
beginning, and on the same side, place them
as in Step 15. Put a gold ring through the end
two silver rings, and place the other half of the
toggle on it. Close the ring.

Joyce Tromp started simple beading projects about six years ago
to give as gifts. She made her first chain maille bracelet following the
instructions in a magazine about two years ago and was instantly
hooked. Since then she continues to try new weaves, always looking for
a challenge and a way to make it unique. She lives in Santa Barbara,
Calif. and can be reached at joytromp@gmail.com.

Two-toned turkish bracelet by joyce tromp
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Metal Clay Leaves
Natural forms replicated in flowing metal
By Hadar Jacobson
Skills
n
n

metal clay use
torch use

Opening Photo: Jim Lawson
Project Photos: by the author

T

he metal clay leaves in these earrings and necklace were
not made using natural leaves. They employ a technique
that I’ve borrowed from Charles Lewton-Brain’s book,
Foldforming. Instead of starting with a piece of sheet metal, they
start with a layer of metal clay.
Originally published in Lapidary Journal jewelry artist, April 2010
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M at e r i a l s
Copper clay, bronze clay, and low-shrinkage silver clay
Neck cable, chain, or small-link chain
22-gauge fine silver wire
Tool s
Hand tools: Rolling pin, leaf cutters or oval cutters,

clay shaper or paintbrush, hand drill or round file
Firing tools: Kiln, oxygen/propane torch
Other tools: Radial disks and a screw mandrel
Time It Took
Mixing the clay: 4 minutes
Making the leaves: 1½-2 hrs including firing time

sources

1

Tools & Materials: Most of the tools and materials
for this project will be available from well stocked jewelry
supply vendors. The author’s Quick-fire copper and bronze
clays are available at www.arinsilver.com/blog

2
Photo 1 Roll a layer of metal clay, 2 cards thick. Use a cutter that
has the rough shape of a leaf (or simply an oval) to cut a shape out
of the layer. Use bigger cutters if you choose to make a necklace.

3

Photo 2 Find the center line of the shape by folding it on a
square building block or any other object with right angles.
Photo 3 Remove the leaf from the block and pinch it in the
center line. Lay it on your work surface and re-open the fold.

4
5

Photo 4 Using the end of a clay shaper or a paint brush, press
the edge of the leaf to give it some texture and an organic look.
Dry the leaf.
Photo 5 Drill a hole at the top of the center line.

Metal Clay Leaves by Hadar Jacobson
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FIRING SCHEDULE:

Lay leaves on thin bed of carbon; cover no more than
1/4". Ramp at full speed to 1470°F in a top-loader brick
kiln or 1520° in a front loader muffle kiln. Hold one
hour. Small leaves may be torch-fired. To fire small
bronze leaves, hold 20 minutes.

6
Photo 6 Make more leaves from other clays. For silver, use
low-shrinkage clay. Fire the leaves. Finish the leaves using radial disks
mounted on a rotary tool.
For a necklace, connect each leaf to the cable or chain with a jump
ring. The leaves will cluster naturally. If you choose to make earrings,
cut 2 lengths of a small-link chain up to about 2 inches.
For each leaf, cut a fine silver wire, 22 gauge (or whatever fits best
into the chain links). You will need a total of 6 pieces of wire. Ball
up one end of each wire.
Photo 7 Insert the wire through the bottom link of the chain.
Insert it through the bronze leaf from the back side. Cut the wire that
sticks out of the leaf to a length of about 1/4", and ball it up using a
propane/oxygen torch.

7

8

9

Photo 8 Skip one link and insert a second wire though the third
link from the bottom link. Insert it through the silver leaf, from the
back side. Cut off the wire and ball it up as before.
Photo 9 Repeat positioning of copper leaf and balling of
attachment wire. Attach the earwires to the top link of the chain.
HADAR JACOBSON is a metal clay artist and instructor. She has
published three books about metal clay and manufactures her own
brand of copper, bronze, and steel clay. You can see her work at www.
artinsilver.com. Her blog: www.artinsilver.com/blog, is an ongoing
tutorial about base metal clays.

Metal Clay Leaves by Hadar Jacobson
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Let us inspire
the artist in you!
With Jewelry Artist you’ll ﬁnd great
jewelry and gem projects in an
easy-to-follow format, columns on
trends and gems, a showcase of
jewelry designs, and a spotlight on a
different jewelry artist in every issue.

PLUS you will:

Subscribe Today
jewelryartistmagazine.com
or call (800) 676-4336

• Discover in-depth explanations
on using materials and applying
techniques
• See innovative designs that stimulate your creativity
• Find a new design challenge
• Explore the creative secrets from master artisans
• Learn about cool tools and add to your store of hip tips

Shape the Future of Your Artistry
10 Metal Clay

Jewelry Projects
Best of Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist

Now you can take your designs further with 10 Metal Clay
Jewelry Projects presented by Lapidary Journal Jewelry
Artist—an easy-to-follow, instant downloadable eBook
with projects handpicked from the world’s longest-running
publication for jewelry-making enthusiasts.
Download this must-have resource today to:
• Get instant access to stunning projects and expert how-tos.
• Master 10 of the most popular designs in Lapidary
Journal Jewelry Artist.
• Create the perfect piece with helpful hints and
step-by-step instructions.
• Skip the guesswork with full-color illustrations
detailed tools and materials lists.
• Use endless variations to create even more
one-of-a-kind designs!

Download your copy today at
InterweaveStore.com/10MetalClayJewelryProjects

